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The Key Stage 4 Team
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Our School

We start each day with 

Morning Welcome and our 

lessons are organised and 

delivered with specific 

Culture and Learning 

Routines, including Do 

Now, Raised Hand for 

Silence, Entrance and Exit 

routines. With this 

structure and 

predictability we focus on 

learning. 

We have high expectations of all 

students; we expect excellent 

attendance, punctuality and a 

sense of pride. With the right 

attitude, anything is possible.





T
o
 
a
s
p

i
r
e
,
 
e
n

d
e
a
v
o

u
r

a
n
d

 
t
h

r
i
v
e

t
o
g
e
t
h
e
r
.

We THRIVE together
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Expectations & Standards

Uniform wear smart and correct uniform with black shoes.

School bag with books and equipment for the day.

No Jewellery one pair of plain studs only (if you have pierced 

ears). No other items of jewellery or bracelets / wristbands

No gel nails or nail varnish, make up or false eyelashes

No extremes of hair colour or style.
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Expectations & Standards

Mobile phone turned off and in your bag. Phones are not 

allowed to be used on the School site. Smart watches must not 

be used for messaging etc

No ear phones or electronic devices. 

Drink and food - only allowed in the Heart at break and lunch.

No chewing gum - gum is not allowed in school.

Toilet during break and lunch only.



Attendance 

& Punctuality 



Attendance - Why it is so important

Attendance Days 
absent

Weeks 
absent

Lessons 
missed

97% 5.7 1.14 28.5

95% 9.5 1.9 47.5

93% 13.3 2.66 66.5

90% 19 3.8 95

85% 28.5 5.7 142.5

80% 38 7.6 190

75% 47.5 9.5 237.5

96%- 90%
Cause for concern

100% - 97%
Excellent

89% and Below
Drastic effect on academic 

achievement



Key things to know about attendance

● Medical and dental appointments are classed as ‘absent’. Whilst 
authorised, they do affect your child’s attendance. Please provide 
medical evidence where possible and do try to keep appointments 
outside of school hours 

● If a student arrives after 09:30, they are marked as ‘absent’ for that 
morning session, even if they arrive at some point during the 
morning

● DfE guidance means that we are only allowed to authorise absences 
in exceptional circumstances

● The DfE do not permit holidays in term-time to be authorised



Why punctuality is 
important

● Arriving late disrupts 
learning

● Missing key 
information or 
retrieval practice

● Missed learning time, 
Do Now activities



Minutes late to 
school

How this impacts 
on your 
attendance in % 
over 1 year

Impact in hours

5 minutes per day 98.6% 15.8

10 minutes per 
day

97.3% 31.6

15 minutes per 
day

96% 47.4

20 minutes per 
day

94.7% 63.2

30 minutes per 
day

92% 94.8



Future 

Pathways
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Post-16 Pathways...

After GCSEs your child will move onto one of the following 

pathways:

● Level 3 academic or vocational courses or a mixture 

of both eg A Level Sociology with Btec Health and Business 

or A Levels in History/English and Art

● T-Levels- Vocational courses in a specific area with a 

significant work placement eg Building Engineering Services 

for Construction

● Apprenticeship - a course where you will spend 4 days 

training in the workplace and one day a week at college 

learning the theory of practice

● Level 2 courses in subjects you haven’t studied at GCSE 

eg Public Services/Childcare/Animal Husbandry



Level 4/5

Level 2

Level 6

Level 3

Level 1

Level 7

Level 8

YOU ARE HERE 
RIGHT NOW

Foundation degree & 

Higher Diploma 

Degree 

GCSE’s Levels 1-3

A LEVELS/ BTEC

GCSE’s Level 4-9

A Masters or Post 

Graduate Degree E.G 

PGCE (Post Graduate 

Certificate in Education)

PHD 

(Doctor of Philosophy)

Higher 

Apprenticeships 

T Levels

Level 2 

Apprenticeship

Volunteering with 

some training
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The Sixth Form Pathway



Sixth Form Open 

Evening 

October 19th from 5pm 

Visit school website for more 

information 



Our subject choices - designed with you in mind!

A Level Courses
Fine Art 
Art Textiles 
Biology 
Business Studies 
Chemistry 
English Language  
English Literature 
French  
Geography 
German 
History 
Computer Science 
Maths 
Music 
Physics 
Photography
Psychology
3D Product Design
Sociology

Vocational Courses 

Criminology
Engineering 
Film & Creative Media Studies
Health and Social Care - as one or two A 
Levels
Music Technology
Performing Arts: Dance 
Performing Arts: Drama
Performing Arts: worth 3 A Levels
Sport

Other qualifications 
EPQ extended project qualification

www.glossopdale.school/sixthform   

#SteppingUp    #Aspire&Thrive     #Creatingyourfuture



Choosing your A Levels 

(start now in Yr 10)

Do your research - A Levels are challenging! Speak to 

your teachers - what are your strengths?

Don’t just go with what your friends are doing.

Plan ahead  - what uni course do you want to do?

Remember you need your GCSE grades too!

Mrs Rush 

Careers Adviser

Thursdays and Fridays 

Speak to LGe or HOY to 

arrange an appointment



Enrichment, 

Tutor and 

Personal 

Development
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Literacy and Reading in Tutor 

1 morning a week is Literacy - deliberate vocab 

instruction.

2 mornings a week reading short articles followed by 

comprehension and discussion 
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DVI

All students attend two morning meetings 

each week. One of these 30 minute sessions 

is on literacy, the other personal 

development.
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Mindset 
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ASPIRE - Raising Aspirations

Students will be encouraged to take part in extra and supra-

curricular activities to stretch and challenge.

The Aspire programme will also include resources and 

opportunities for young medics, vets and other recognised 

careers. Ensuring that students are equipped with additional 

knowledge, experiences and skills to secure their future 

pathways

Maths Challenge  - Intermediate and Senior

Sheffield Discover US

Young Musician of the Year 

HPQ leading on to the EPQ

DofE- Bronze, Silver and Gold

Oxbridge  Talks 

University visits 
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DofE Bronze Award





Silver DofE 
Letter and enrolment form on the 
sign in desk if you’re interested.
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Mental Health and Wellbeing

https://www.camhs-resources.co.uk/websites

Common issues
Anxiety 
Stress 
Insomnia 
Sleep disorder
Low mood 

https://www.camhs-resources.co.uk/websites
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THRIVE reward store

The points that the students earn as achievements can be used to purchase items from the reward 

store. Items include stationery, queue passes, keyrings, games. Students can access the store via 

their own class charts student account. Access codes are available from their tutor. 
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Google Classroom - Yr group

The year group Google 

classroom contains important 

messages, advice, guidance 

and information for all students 

in the key stage.



Study Skills for 

Y10 and Y11
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How to Revise 

Making a Start 

Revision Techniques 

Get to Know the exams 

Know your subject 

On the Day 

In the exam
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Revision techniques 

Flash Cards

Write questions on one side and 

answers on the other. Try them for 

English, Psychology and Maths

Flow Charts 

Great for revising a sequence, try them 

for Science, DT and Catering

Dual Coding 

Use images and words to condense 

your notes. Try it in Science, 

Psychology and Health

Cornell Notes 

Write structured notes with key words 

and summary points. Try them in 

English, History and Business

Knowledge organisers 

Summarise a topic on one whole page.

Method of Loci 

(memory journey)

Use a familiar journey or place to 

memorise key facts. Try this in 

Science, Catering, Sport or Geography 



Examples of Y11 English Flashcards 
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Your Memory - Making it stick 

You have to actively 
engage in learning. 
Explain what you 
know to someone, 
teach someone, 

write notes from 
memory, talk for 1 

minute 
uninterrupted 

about a topic.
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Preparing for Exams

Healthy Balanced Diet 

Make sure you eat a healthy and 

balanced diet. Don’t rely on sugar 

and caffeine!

Sleep

Keep a healthy sleep pattern. Some 

exams will be at 9am so make sure 

you train yourself to be alert at this 

time

Exercise

Stay active during revision, run, 

swim, bike or gym. A walk in the 

sunshine will help you to feel better

Quiet place to work

Make sure you have a quiet, well lit 

and organised space to revise and 

study.

Social Support 

Talk to friends and family about your 

revision and how you are feeling.

Coping with stress

Monitor your stress levels, if you 

need help ask. 
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In the Exam

Listen carefully

Read the front page of your paper. 

Check its correct level. 

Listen to the invigilator 

Watch the Clock 

Pace is important. Work at a minute 

per mark. Keep an eye on the time. 

Move on when you need to.

Panic? Try Box Breathing 

Mind gone blank? Move on to the next 

question. Use box breathing to reduce the 

panic. 

Command Words and RTQ

Highlight or underline the command 

words. Look at the marks. Read it all 

again and plan your answer carefully.

Proofread

SPaG and calculations

Double check your answers at the end. 

Look for silly mistakes, capital letters 

and full stops. Show all workings.

Stay focused

Don’t get distracted or turn around. 

You will if caught get disqualified. 
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Intervention and support

After school study sessions  - English, Maths and Science

Homework drop in sessions

Mentoring  - Sixth Form 

Rapid Progress Group  

Progress report - Classcharts
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Supporting your 

child at home
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Support at Home
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Study Skills 

- Good study techniques:

- •Review-Transform-Recall
- •Flash cards
- •Mind Maps
- •Self-quizzing
- •Chunking and categorising

Ineffective methods
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Study Skills

https://www.glossopdale.derbyshire.sch.uk/docs/Effective_learning_habits_and_study_skills_.pdf

https://www.glossopdale.derbyshire.sch.uk/docs/Effective_learning_habits_and_study_skills_.pdf
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Study Skills
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Google Classroom 

Access homework, activities and information from the teacher
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Homework
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Supporting your child at home



Revision guides
Option to purchase via parent pay
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Revision Guides 

Available to purchase tonight in the 

Heart

Alternatively 

Order online via your Parent Pay 

account 

Students can then collect their books 

from Mrs Hoyle in the Year 11 office  

(end of English corridor) 



Important 

Dates
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Dates for your diary
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GCSE Exams 2024 

First GCSE is Biology on 10th May AM

Last GCSE is D&T Tues 18th June AM (there is also the L3 Maths qual that 

some Y11s do on this day in the PM)

Last big exam is Physics on Friday 14th June PM
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Staying in touch

Parent newsletter

Celebration newsletter

Class charts 

Facebook 

Twitter 

Instagram 

Website 
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Stay in touch  - ClassCharts

❖ All positive THRIVE points as well as behaviour points and 

detentions are logged on Classcharts by teachers.

❖ Please ensure that you keep a daily check on ClassCharts (log 

on using details provided by school) in order to fully support 

your child this year

❖ Messages and announcements are made via classcharts 

❖ Weekly parent newsletter 



Carousel Talks 
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Subject Talks 


