
A GUIDE TO…
CORNELL NOTE TAKING



PURPOSE

• To make it easier to review notes, for example when preparing for an exam

• An effective system for taking, organising and reviewing notes

• The system itself encourages students to reflect on their notes by summarising them 

briefly in their own words

• … avoids mindless highlighting!

• It was devised by Prof. Walter Pauk of Cornell University in the 1950s.



STYLE

• The page will be divided into 4 different sections: a small area at the top for the date and 

title,  two columns and one area at the bottom of the page.



All actual notes from 

the lecture go into the 

main note-taking 

column.

This smaller column on the left 

side is for question cues about 

the notes that can be answered 

when reviewing, and keywords

or comments that make the 

whole reviewing and exam 

preparation process easier

Date and title

A brief summary of every page should be 

written into the section at the bottom to 

show the notes above have been reviewed

The idea is that when revising, pupils will 

cover the right hand notes column and 

use only the questions and keyword 

‘cues’ from the left hand side to recall 

information!





This means that you will need to 

prepare a lecture that pupils can 

listen to.  You could structure it in a  

very obvious way to help pupils 

formulate their cue questions.

Your notes for the lecture can then 

be easily uploaded to Google 

Classroom etc.

Be prepared to go over your lecture 

twice! Pupils could use a red pen to 

add notes they pick up the second 

time around.







Date: ___________

1) Title of lecture here:

2) Write your notes as I give 

my lecture here:

3) Once I finish my lecture, 

write questions, headings or 

identify key vocabulary from 

your notes in here… You will 

use these as prompts and cues 

later to help you recall main 

information from your notes!

4) Rule off, count 5-7 lines and rule 

off again.

5) Summarise key findings IN 

YOUR OWN WORDS from the 

lecture in this space:

- What’s the significance of 

these facts? 

- How do they relate to what 

we have been studying?

NotesCues

Summary



MY LECTURE NOTES:



COMPLETED SETS OF NOTES:






