A GUIDETO...
CORNELL NOTE TAKING




PURPOSE

To make it easier to review notes, for example when preparing for an exam

An effective system for taking, organising and reviewing notes

The system itself encourages students to reflect on their notes by summarising them

briefly in their own words

* ... avoids mindless highlighting!

It was devised by Prof.Walter Pauk of Cornell University in the 1950s.




STYLE

* The page will be divided into 4 different sections: a small area at the top for the date and

title, two columns and one area at the bottom of the page.
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The idea is that when revising, pupils will

cover the right hand notes column and

use only the questions and keyword

‘cues’ from the left hand side to recall J-F Lines
information!
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1. Record: During the lecture, use the note-taking column to record the
lecture using telegraphic sentences.

2. Questions: As soon after class as possible, formulate questions based on
the notes in the right-hand column. Writing questions helps to clarify
meanings, reveal relationships, establish continuity, and strengthen

memory. Also, the writing of questions sets up a perfect stage for exam-studying
later.

3. Recite: Cover the note-taking column with a sheet of paper. Then, looking
at the questions or cue-words in the question and cue column only, say
aloud, in your own words, the answers to the questions, facts, or ideas
indicated by the cue-words.

4. Reflect: Reflect on the material by asking yourself questions, for example:
“What's the significance of these facts? What principle are they based on?
How can | apply them? How do they fit in with what | already know?

What's beyond them?

5. Review: Spend at least ten minutes every week reviewing all your previous
notes. If you do, you’ll retain a great deal for current use, as well as, for the
exam.

This means that you will need to
prepare a lecture that pupils can
listen to. You could structure it in a
very obvious way to help pupils
formulate their cue questions.

Your notes for the lecture can then
be easily uploaded to Google
Classroom etc.

Be prepared to go over your lecture
twice! Pupils could use a red pen to
add notes they pick up the second
time around.
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|) Title of lecture here:

3) Once | finish my lecture,
write questions, headings or

identify key vocabulary from __——==7". N S —

your notes in here... You will
use these as prompts and cues
later to help you recall main
information from your notes!

5) Summarise key findings IN
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lecture in this space:

- What’s the significance of
these facts?

- How do they relate to what
we have been studying?
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2) Write your notes as | give
my lecture here:

4) Rule off, count 5-7 lines and rule
off again.



MY LECTURE NOTES:

fTom Lecnard was borm in 1944 and died in 2012. He was a Scoffish poet, writer and

critic. He was best known for his poems written in the Glaswegian dislect of Scots,
particulary his Six Gisagow Poems and The Siv Q00Hnek Mews. His work frequenthy
dealt with the relationship between language, class and culture. The S QGnek

MNews was from a collection of his poems, Unrelated Incidends, written in 1878,

The Six (Gock News imagines a BBC newsreader explaining that if ha read the
news in Glaswegian dialect. people would not believe it. He says there is a right way
to speak and spell and that people who cannot do so clearly don't know the truth and
can't be trusted. On the surface, the poem seems be crificising people who talk with
a strong regional accent. However, although the poem says these bad things about
Secaoftish dislect, it i= written in Scoftish dislzct.  The poem is therefors ironic — the
message of the poem is exacily the opposite of what the 'newsreader’ is actuslly
=saying. Af first we think that the poem is crticising people who talk with & strong
accent but the underying message of the poem is that we are wrong to do so. This

iz whiy the poem makes us think about cur own prejudices.

The poam is comprised of one single, unbroken werse. There are only a few full
stops used and the line lengths are very shaort. On paper, the poem is set out ina

long narrow line and looks as if they would be on an autocue.

The Six QGiack News is written phonetically to represent Tom Leonard’s own
Gla=wegian dislect. This has the effect of making the poem wery aggressive and ‘in
your face’ with ifs message. It also reflects Leonard's pride in his background and

Seottish dialect.

Im the poem, the poet does not say anything. All the poem is ‘reported speech’ —it is

& BBC newsresder, not the poet, who is spesking.  Leonard writes: 'this is fhi sixa

Poetry From O Culures. Cornell Motes |scture: The Six ' Clock Mews. Tam Leonaind.

clock mews fh man said.” The effect of this is to put the emphasis, MOT on what
Lecnard the post feels, but on the unaccepiable prejudices that the stuck up BBC
newsreader feels.  This means that the reader can share Lecnard's outrage at the

‘stuck up’ sttitude of 8 person who kooks down on these wiho don't ‘telk proper’.

Leonard uses slang and 'uncouth’ words such as 'scruff/ "widny ! thiEa! sawg the
effect of this i= to make the poem feel rough’ and 'common’.  The word: “scruff i=
especially negafive, and emphasises the post's claim that we “write off people with a
diglzct 2= ignorant.

The poem speaks directly to (gven insults) the readers.  'Belt up', it finishes. The

poem means fo be sggressive with its message.  This is how the poet challenges

our prejudices, and gefs scross his underlying message that we are wrong fo write

off people because of their accant.




~ COMPLETED SETS OF NOTES:
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